
Jackson Students ROCKED the 
Test!

As you know, our third, fourth and fifth grade students were 
involved in taking our state assessment (the PSSAs) in reading and math 
during the weeks of March 16th and March 23rd.  We were very im-
pressed by the students’ attitudes and willingness to try their hardest 
during the two weeks of testing and make-ups.   The assessments really 
gave the students an opportunity to “show what they know!”

The entire Jackson School community got involved with the as-
sessments!  Every day we had the assessments, the students in grades 3-5 
had breakfast in the cafeteria.  Many staff members were involved in 
“serving” the students and helping them get off to a good start.  The pri-
mary students decorated placemats for the first day.  Mr. Poole and I 
gave the students “pep talks” every day.  We even “rapped” up the as-
sessments with a rap written by Miss Todd (JT), Mr. Poole (Mr. P) and 
me (Jazzy E).

The students were treated each day of the assessment with some 
type of special activity and reward.  In addition, several days the stu-
dents had snacks after completing their work.  The snacks were pro-
vided by our Jackson PTO.

Finally, our test-takers really felt like “Rock Stars” when they 
were taken through a line of adoring fans - the primary students.  The 
younger students gave the older students “high 5s” and chanted “rock 
the test”!  It was truly an awesome sight.

We are very fortunate to have a school where everyone helps 
and supports each other.  Please know that we truly appreciate your
support as well.

In the Jackson Spirit,

A Message from the Principals...
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P AGE 2

As the warmer weather approaches, please remember that we do have a school dress 
code for the safety of all students and to ensure that learning takes place at Jackson. 
Please review the following guidelines:

 The wearing of clothing that exposes the midriff or buttocks is not permitted.

 The wearing of pants or shorts below the waist is not permitted.

 Examples of dress not permitted: flip flops, tank tops, spaghetti strap tops, mid-
riff shirts, low-cut tops, muscle shirts, clothing with inappropriate, wording, and scanty 
shorts and skirts that do not extend beyond the students fingertips when hands are held 
at his or her side.

Clothing with writing across the buttocks is also not acceptable at Jackson School.

A REVIEW OF THE JACKSON DRESS CODE

Laura and Robert Sams Visit Jackson

On April 30th award winning authors and film makers Laura and Robert Sams 
will be visiting Jackson and holding assemblies with all grade levels.

Robert and Laura Sams are known for their dynamic, lively educational per-
formances.  They  have performed in the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History and 
hundreds of schools and libraries across the United States.

Robert and Laura have produced many wildlife movies based around books, in-
cluding their award movie and soundtrack based on the New York Times best-selling 
children’s book Stranger in the Woods by Michigan photographers Carl Sams and Jean 
Stoick.  Together, the book and movie have won over 25 international awards.

Robert and Laura have just written and published their first book A Pirates Quest 
which follows the adventures of a one legged pirate on his journey to find his peg leg.

There will be an opportunity for Jackson students to purchase the DVDs and 
books by Laura and Robert Sams at a discounted rate.  Information about this will follow 
later this month.  For more information on Laura and Robert Sams you can visit their 
website at www.sisbro.com or www.apiratesquest.com.



April dates to remember:

6 JESA-PTO Board Mtg  2:00

8-9 Parent/teacher conferences

10 Spring break—no school

17 Spring Pictures

PTO NEWSP AGE 4

Hoss's Community Night  was a great suc-
cess.  Thank you parents for all your sup-
port!!  

5th Grade Trip Update.  The 5th Grade trip  
is scheduled for May 16!!!

The PTO board would like to thank all the 
PTO members for all their help this year.
The 2008-2009 school will be coming to an 
end in a few months, but it is not too late for 
this year's PTO members to be active mem-
bers.   We welcome all PTO members to at-
tend the upcoming board meetings. See you 
soon!!!      

Fundraiser Update

You will soon be receiving information for an addi-
tional fundraiser to raise more money so that we 
can finish out the rest of the activities for the year, 
such as field trips and assemblies that we have al-
ready scheduled.   Watch those back packs for more 
information !!

REMINDER—SNOW MAKE-UP DAY

   We will have school on Monday, April 13th



Kindergarten and New Student Registration for 

2009-2010

April 6-9, 2009, at ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Parents are encouraged to register during this time in order to access the District’s Controlled 
School Choice process.

After April 9th: Kindergarten and new registrations will be taken at the “Central Registration 
Office”, 201 West Third Street, Williamsport, Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Children must reach age 5 by September 1, 2009, in order to enroll in kindergarten.

Please be prepared to spend at least 30 minutes at registration and to provide:

1. Child’s birth certificate
2. Child’s Social Security number.
3. Guardian’s ID (Driver’s license, state ID., or other)
4. Proof of residence (rent or utility receipt, photo driver’s license, etc.)
5. Child’s Immunization Records
6. Record of School Age Dental Examination and Medical Examination,if completed.   School Nurses will be 
on hand to answer questions about immunization and examination requirements.

Questions regarding kindergarten registration can be directed to Mrs. Shelly McKernan, Registrar, 
at 327-5500, ext. 3473, or smckerna@wasd.org.

Mon., Tue.:  9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Wednesday:                     9:00 A.M. – 7:00 P.M.

Thursday:                        9:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 



Jackson Elementary School

Parent Involvement Policy

2008-2009

The Jackson Elementary School Title I Parent Involvement Policy is a joint endeavor between Title I par-
ents, school administrators, and faculty members.

1.  Parents will be involved in the planning, review and improvement of said policy in the following ways:

Title I will have time allocated on the monthly PTO agenda.  Planning, review, and 
improvement of this policy will occur during that time.

A Title I representative will attend at least one PTO meeting per school year in order 
to explain Title I plans for the coming year.  This Title I representative will ask for 
suggestions and improvements of said policy during that meeting as well.  
(2.14.08)

The Parent Involvement Policy will be on file in the school office for parents to re-
view at any time.

2.  An annual meeting will be held to inform parents of the school’s participation in the Title I program and 
to explain the requirements of the program and their right to be involved.  (10.14.08)

3.  Parents will be informed about parent teacher conferences.   These conferences will be held twice a year 
at various times throughout the school day in order to accommodate parents’ schedules.  Furthermore, if par-
ents cannot meet with teachers during scheduled conference times, then alternative meeting times will be 
provided. (11.06.08, 11.07.08, 4.08.09, 4.09.09)

4.  A portion of Jackson Elementary School Title I funds will be used to pay reasonable and necessary ex-
penses associated with parent involvement activities.  Related expenses can include instructional materials 
for parents and expenses associated with supplying childcare during parent meetings so parents are better 
able to participate in school-related meetings and trainings.

5.  At Jackson Elementary School, parents are involved in the planning, review, and improvement of our Ti-
tle I programs in the following ways:

At the end of the school year, both the principal and the Title I staff will review sur-
veys completed by parents.  These surveys will enable us to distinguish the types 
of Title I programs parents and children enjoyed.  It will also allow us to deter-
mine future childcare and transportation needs that could hinder our parents 
and children from fully participating in our Title I programs.

A district-wide Title I parent meeting will be held each spring in order to review Title 
I programs and the District Title I Parent Policy.  Suggestions for improvements 
in the Title I programs will also be taken at that time.

A parent from our Jackson community will be part of our Comprehensive Review 
Team.



Title I will be listed on the monthly PTO agenda for presentation of information, ques-
tions, concerns and general discussions.

6.  Jackson Elementary School involves parents in the joint development of the school-wide program plan in the 
following ways:

Title I will be on the monthly PTO agenda for general discussions.
A Title I representative will attend at least one PTO meeting per school year in order 

to discuss, review, and plan for changes in Title I programs.
Parent surveys will be completed at the end of each school year so the school adminis-

trators and Title I can receive feedback from parents regarding the effectiveness 
of our Title I programs, which are offered to all students.

A parent will be part of our Comprehensive Review Team.

7.  Non-applicable

8.  Parents of children at Jackson Elementary will be provided with timely information about the Title I pro-
grams through our Title I parent information meetings, Reading Recovery parent meetings, parent conferences, 
our school newsletter, and through the PTO.

9.  Parents of participating Title I students will be provided with a description and explanation of the school’s 
curriculum, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels stu-
dents are expected to meet.  These items will be addressed during our Title I parent meeting and during parent-
teacher conferences.

10.  Parents will be provided assistance in understanding the state’s academic content standards and student 
achievement standards.  They will also be provided assistance in understanding local academic assessments, 
how to monitor their child’s progress, and how to work with teachers to improve the achievement of their chil-
dren.  This information will be discussed during parent-teacher conferences, on report cards and interims, dur-
ing 4-Sight sharing at conference times, and during Title I parent meetings.

11.  Parents will be provided opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as 
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children.  These opportunities will be during parent-
teacher conferences, Title I parent meetings and activities, during PTO time, and by responding to our Title I 
parent survey.

12. A school-parent compact was jointly developed with parents and the compact outlines how parents, the en-
tire school staff, and students will share in the responsibility for improved student achievement.  The PTO will 
approve this compact and copies will be placed in students’ agendas.

13.  Materials and training will be provided to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s 
achievement and to foster parental involvement.  This will occur during parent-teacher conferences and Title I 
parent meetings.
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