The Lycoming Valley Middle School

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
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October 2006

THE PTO NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

The PTO began its annual membership drive on September 11 and concluded on September 15.  178 parents, teachers and administrators joined the organization this year.  However, this was short of our membership goal of 200. Our need is for 22 people to join the PTO in order to meet the annual budget. The PTO does not conduct any fundraisers throughout the year. The membership drive is the major means of funding school activities.  If you have not joined and would like to give your support to the PTO we would encourage you to do so.  Membership is $5.00 per parent.  You can place your money in an envelope, put your child’s name and homebase on the outside and send it to the office.  If you would like to send a check, please make it payable to the Lycoming Valley Middle School PTO.  You may also join the PTO at Parent-Teacher Visitation on October 12. The money generated by the membership drive goes directly to sponsor activities for your child.

THE BOOK FAIR IS COMING

The annual Scholastic Book Fair will be held over the lunch periods during the week of October 29 – November 3, 2006.  A flier containing descriptions of many of the books available is attached to the ECHO.  This will allow you and your child to see many of the selections offered to make purchase decisions together.  The purpose of the bookfair is to encourage our students to read for enjoyment.  It is a great place to purchase selections for our weekly silent sustained reading period held on Thursday mornings.
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Eighth Grade Joint Writing Project

Eighth graders in Language Arts and Pennsylvania Studies have begun a joint writing project dealing with current events. Students of Mrs. Cioffi, Mrs. Hamm, and Mrs. Steele (Language Arts); and Mr. Gossner, Mr. Heller, and Miss Skipper (PA Studies) are choosing a current event topic and researching it. The students will write a thesis statement and three important informational points about the event that will form the first paragraph. Next, students use their research to support their three points in the body of the five-paragraph essay. Finally, the students write a conclusion to summarize their information.

Students will have weekly deadlines for each part of the essay between now and October 20, when the final copy is due. PA Studies teachers will instruct students in content and organization while Language Arts teachers will teach the structure of the essay in addition to grammar, spelling and mechanics. Grades will count in both Language Arts and PA Studies.

The five-paragraph essay format will help students become familiar with the writing style they are expected to use on the PSSA Writing test scheduled for mid-February 2007.

Please ask your son or daughter to share his or her work with you!

Counselor Corner

Interim Progress Reports will arrive at your home during the next week.  You may have questions or concerns about your child’s academic progress or behavior.  If you do, there are a few things that you may do.

1. Contact the teacher.  If there is only concern in one class, contacting the teacher is an easy step to take.

2. Contact your child’s guidance counselor.  Miss Hanna works with students whose last name begins with A-K.  Please contact Miss Skipper if your child's name begins with L-Z.
3. Check your child’s agenda.  Your child’s agenda should be coming home every evening whether he has homework or not.  Your child’s teacher may have written a note to you in the agenda.  Also, the student should be writing all homework in the agenda.  The teachers allow them time in class to write their assignments down.  There should be something written for each subject every day.

4. Check the school website at www.wasd.org.  Select schools and then the picture of Lycoming Valley.   Many of the teachers have been updating homework daily on their web page.  This is a resource for you and your child.

     Keep all of these things in mind, and we will be glad to assist in a successful school year for your child. 
[image: image3.wmf]
Sixth Grade HI-R-TRAC

Our HI-R-TRAC program is in full swing as students participated in a school assembly program clarifying positive character traits like responsibility and respect that we stress at the Valley.  Since September 11, we have been concentrating on demonstrating responsibility in all areas of our school life. Many sixth grade students have been awarded "Lyco Loot" for their outstanding demonstrations of responsibility and have gained a place of recognition on the "HI-R-TRAC" bulletin board in the upstairs hallway. PARENTS, WE NEED YOUR HELP! First, please help us emphasize the concept of respect in all areas of life.  Second, all students are encouraged to bring in “Boxtops for Education,” which in turn generates money for our program.  You probably throw away many box tops during the week.  They are on ALL General Mills products.  The money earned through the boxtop program goes directly to the students, as they earn Lycoming Valley "Loot" for exhibiting positive characteristics modeled through this educational program. 
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Live It!
We are happy to tell you about an exciting program we will be participating in October 16-20 called “Live It!”  Middle school students are at an important age where life-long habits are developing.  Through this program, the students will be active and be encouraged to make healthy eating choices.  Each student will be provided with his or her own stepometer in order to keep track of their activity.  Look for a letter containing more information in the weeks to come.  

Back to School Night

The Back to School Night will be held on October 12, 2006 from 7:00-9:00 P.M.  Parents will be asked to follow their child’s even day schedule through a series of eight shortened periods.  The teachers will provide an overview of the curricular content of their courses as well as their individual and team expectations.  We would like to emphasize this visitation is for parents only in order to eliminate distractions for both parents and teachers during the evening.  

The special education, physical education and unified arts staff will be available during the evening to talk with all parents.
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  Daylight Saving Time begins

October 28th.  

Remember to set your clocks 

back 1 hour!

SCHOOL PICTURE DAY
Lycoming Valley school picture day was held on Wednesday, October 4. Our school photographer is Wenzel Studio from Muncy.  If your child was absent, his or her picture will be taken on Friday, November 10.  All students are photographed for the annual memory book.  If you purchased a picture package, you should receive them in approximately three weeks. If you are not satisfied with your child's picture, please send it back to the school office with a note stating why you are dissatisfied.  Your child's photo will be retaken on November 10.  
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County Fair Art Awards
This year we broke another record here at the Valley.  Our students received nine blue ribbons for first place, four red ribbons for second place and three white ribbons for third place at the Lycoming County Fair for artwork in various categories.  Some of the students are at the high school this year but we want to include them since the artwork was created at the end of last year.

Joey Nolan, Dakota James, Julia Ryan, Sam Hess, Morgan Smith, Ashley Hennessy, Alice Baldys won blue ribbons.  Sarah Mynczywor won two blue ribbons for two separate categories.  
Amanda Otto, Lyndsay Splain, Billie Jean Laubach and Cortney Sannon won red ribbons for second place.  Marissa Floyd, Krystal Young, and Tyler McKinny won white ribbons for third place.

All the fair artwork that won awards will be hanging at the District Service Center at 201 West Third St. Williamsport during the month of October.
Parent/Guardian of 6th Grade Students 

Body Mass Index Calculations
The Pennsylvania Department of Health has recently mandated that children in grades K-3 and 6th grade have yearly Body Mass Index (BMI) calculations done. This new mandate will be integrated as part of the growth-screening program conducted annually by the school nurses. The BMI calculation uses the child’s height, weight, age, and gender. The calculation, which is a screening tool, is used as a guideline to assist health care providers in identifying children who may be underweight, overweight, and at risk for overweight.

Several factors can influence a child’s BMI calculation. Some of these include participation in sports, pubertal status, and family history. The child’s health care provider is the best person to evaluate whether or not the measurements/calculations are within a healthy range. 

Being either overweight or underweight can put a child at risk for certain health problems. A child who is underweight has an increased risk for heart problems, loss of bone mass, and anemia. A child who is overweight has an increased risk for cardiovascular problems, diabetes, depression, and certain cancers.  It is important to emphasize that only the child’s health care provider can determine if the student is at risk for health problems.

Your child’s BMI calculation will be mailed home sometime during the school year. If you have any questions, please contact your family physician or school nurse. 

Mandated Medical Examinations

The Pennsylvania School Health Law mandates that all children have a medical examination in 6th grade. Any examination done after September 1, 2005 may be used to satisfy this mandate. If your child has not had an examination, please call and schedule an appointment with your family physician as soon as possible. Any children who have not had their physical examination completed by the third marking period will not receive their report card.     
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Red Ribbon Week

Lycoming Valley will be celebrating National Red Ribbon week again this year from October 23-31.  Students and staff will be wearing ribbons in order to promote our anti-drug message.  Students will also participate in activities through their health and physical education classes during this week.  

In 1985, drug traffickers in Mexico killed a Drug Enforcement Administration agent from Calexico, California, named Enrique “Kiki” Camarena Salazar.  Upset by his death, family members and friends in his hometown started wearing red ribbons in his honor.  The trend spread, and in 1988, the United States Congress made a proclamation declaring one week in October Red Ribbon Week.  Now, in its nineteenth year, school communities across the nation have used Red Ribbon Week as a forum to teach students about the danger of drugs and to promote healthy life choices.

IPRs Mailed Home
First quarter interim progress reports were mailed today and you should receive them by Monday, October 9 or sooner. If you did not receive interim progress reports in the mail, it could be that your child's average in the class was a C or higher as of October 2.
Clone Day
Our annual clone day celebration will be held Tuesday, October 31, 2006.  Students are encouraged to clone with one or more persons to be dressed as similarly as possible.  Prizes will be awarded to those who are the most creative and most realistic clones.  Students do not need to buy any special attire because many of our winners in the past have cloned from their existing wardrobes.   A reminder to parents and students that all school dress code rules apply to Clone Day.

C.A.R.E.
The Lycoming Valley “Crisis Assistance Referral Effort” is designed to assist school personnel in identifying high-risk students who have issues requiring intervention.  These issues could include mental health, alcohol, drugs and others which pose a barrier to a student’s learning and school success.

     A core team of school personnel has been trained to recognize high-risk students who have problems that require intervention.

     The CARE process is based on a system of referrals made by staff, peers, parents, and self-referrals.  After a referral has been made, the core team will check with teachers and others who have contact with the student to determine the extent of the problem.  

     The core team will also establish support group programs for those wishing to confront their own issues and after-care assistance following intervention.

The CARE Team will help students who
· Have violated the school substance abuse policy.

· Have been identified as suspected substance abusers who cause problems for themselves and/or others in school.

· Have asked for help for their problem.

· Have been referred by concerned peers, staff, parents, etc.

· Have exhibited potentially serious mental health issues (i.e., contemplated suicide and self-injurious behaviors).

· Have exhibited patterns of behaviors (i.e., disruptive behavior, poor social interaction, and multiple discipline referrals).

· Have any barriers that deter learning.

If you have any questions, or would like to make a referral, please call your child's counselor at 494-1700.

PTO MEETING REMINDER
A reminder to all parents that our next PTO meeting will be held on October 19 beginning at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in the dining area.  This is a great opportunity for you to meet other parents and talk to the school administrators so you can be more informed of what is happening in your child's school life.  All parents are invited.  Many people think that PTO meetings are just for executive board members, however this is not true.  All PTO meetings are open to all parents.  Please remember to check our PTO webpage at www.wasd.org, select schools, and then click on the picture of Lycoming Valley.  You will see the PTO link on the Lycoming Valley homepage.
WELCOME
We would like to extend a Pioneer welcome to our new superintendent of schools, Dr. Kathleen Kelley.  Dr. Kelley began her duties as superintendent on September 18.  She has been the superintendent in Indiana, PA for the past nine years.  Dr. Kelley has spent the last 37 years in education in positions that include elementary, middle school and high school, and administrative experience.  We look forward to our work together.
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The Williamsport Area School District does not discriminate in employment or education programs, services, or activities based on race, color, national origin, religion, age, sex, marital status, or non- relevant handicaps and disabilities, in accordance with State and Federal laws, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disability Act of 1990.  Inquiries should be directed to:

                  Debbra Savage, Esquire -  Director of Personnel



Williamsport Area School District



201 West Third St.



Williamsport, PA   17701  1-570-327-5500

