
Power Team Visits LV 
 On September 25, 
2008, the Power Team 
visited Lycoming Val-
ley students. The 
Power Team shares 
messages with young 
people about treating 
others with respect and 
respecting themselves. 
Their anti-drug, alco-
hol, bullying message 
was coupled with ex-
traordinary acts of 
strength. The student 
body witnessed full 
soda cans crushed by 
hand, the telephone 
book ripped, a baseball 
bat snapped under the 
leg, and a steel bar 
bent like a pretzel.  
ñThe Power Team is a 
group of world-class 
athletes who perform-
feats of strength and 

use their mas-
sive size to 
enthuse, as-
tound, and 
grab the at-
tention of 
todayôs stu-
dent. They used a 
visually explosive posi-
tive approach to con-
front the key issues of 
drug and alcohol 
abuse; suicide and 
peer pressure; aca-
demic excellence; and 
personal achievement.  
The Power Team has 
endorsements that 
include: ABC, NBC, 
CBS Sports, WB, Fox 
and CNN News. Visit 
our school website to 
view photos from the 
assembly. 

 

Ways to keep in touch 
 

Visit us at 
www.wasd.org 

 
Visit the PTO site 

 
Read The Echo 

 
Email Teachers 

Inside Our Classroomï 8th grade Social Studiesï Batigua 
Survivor  .  .  .  Gilliganôs Island  .  
.  They have nothing on Mr. 
Gossnerôs 8th Grade PA Studies 
class.  Over the last several weeks, 
in an effort to help students 
learn about different forms of 
government, Mr. Gossner took 
his students on a Caribbean 
cruise to the beautiful island 
nation of Batigua.  While never 
really leaving the classroom, stu-
dents experienced a coup dô®tat 
as rebel forces overthrew the gov-

ernment. Anarchy reigned 
and the good people of 
Batigua asked the students 
to help them choose the 
best form of government to 
end the chaos.  The island 
is divided into four unique 
regions.  Students repre-
sented each of these re-
gions, and had to keep its 
characteristics in mind as 
they dealt with a number of 
different situations and 

scenarios.  Ultimately they rec-
ommended 3-4 different forms 
of government and voted on 
which they thought would be 
best. In the process students 
did more than just learn infor-
mation about different forms 
of government.  They had to 
actually apply this information 
and analyze what its impact 
would be in different situa-
tions.  We all learned some-
thing new and had some fun. 
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The weather is usually beginning 
to change in the month of Octo-
ber so please help your child 
choose proper attire when dress-
ing to come to school. Please 
read the following reminder con-
cerning the dress code found in 
the Student Rights and Respon-
sibility manual. This yearôs copy 
is being mailed out again to all 
homes from the Office of Stu-

dent     Services. The wearing of 
clothing that exposes the midriff or but-
tocks is not permitted. The wearing of 
pants or shorts below the waist is not 
permitted. Examples of dress not permit-
ted: flip flops, tank tops, spaghetti strap 
tops, midriff shirts, muscles shirts, cloth-
ing with inappropriate wording and 
scanty shorts that do not extend beyond 
the studentôs fingertips when the hands 
are held at his or her side. Upon enter-
ing the building, hats must be immedi-
ately removed. The wearing of clothing/

jewelry that exhibits references to drugs, 
alcohol, tobacco products, violence, sex, 
profanity, or gang-related activities is 
not permitted. School officials may im-
pose limitations on dress if attire causes 
a disruption of the educational process 
or constitutes a health or safety hazard 
under the guidelines of the policy. 
Lined coats are not permitted to 
be worn during the school day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students that did not get their 
school pictures taken will have 
that opportunity on  Tuesday, 
Oct. 21, 2008. Wenzel Studio 
from Muncy, PA  provided the 
photographers again this year.  

 

 

Our annual Clone Day celebration 
will be held on Friday, Oct. 31, 2008. 
Students are encouraged to clone 
with one or more persons (to be 
dressed as similarly as possible). Prizes 
will be awarded to those who are the 
most creative and most identical. Stu-
dents do not need to buy any special 
attire. All school dress code rules 
apply. 
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Dress Code Reminder 

Picture Re-take Dayï Oct 21 

The Echo    

of popular trading cards which 
are not allowed on the bus or in 
school. Although portable 
IPOD, MP3, and CD players are 
permissible on the bus only, the 
school will not be responsible or 
liable for theft or loss. All stu-

dents must provide a lock for his 
or her PE locker. This should be 
a combination lock and stay on 
the PE locker at all times. If a 
student chooses to use a key pad-
lock on his or her locker, an ex-
tra key must be given to the gym 
teacher. 

Personal Items at School 
The following is a quote from 
the student handbook found in 
the front of the student agenda 
under ñgeneral rules.ò  

ñValuables such as trading card collec-
tions, expensive leather jackets and 
jewelry, electronic games and large 
sums of money have no place in the 
school and should be left at home.ò 

This statement includes any type 

Cell phones are not to be used in 

the school building or bus at any 

time. 

Clone DayðOct 31 



 

One month has passed since the 
beginning of school and the PTO is 
off to an energetic start. Member-
ship was kicked off Sept. 8 and we 
are proud to say that we exceeded 
our goal. If you missed this opportu-
nity, feel free to join anytime. It is 
never too late to join PTO. We will 
be sponsoring the first of the year 
LV ñSchool Spirit Dinner Nightsò 
in October. Please see attached 
flyer. PTO held its first meeting on 
Sept. 16 and we were very happy 
with the attendance. Thank you to 

all who came and we hope more 
will join us at our Nov. 18 meeting 
at 7:30 PM in the dining hall. At-
tached you will also find the Spirit 
Wear flyer for  LV ñhoodies.ò Dead-
line is Nov. 14. More info will fol-
low soon. If you have any questions 
concerning the PTO program or 
wish to volunteer with PTO func-
tions, please contact one of our offi-
cers listed in the Sept Echo or email 
us at LycoPTO@wasd.org. 

This month weôd like to thank the 
following: 

Karen Fischer, our membership 
chairperson and those that assisted 
with membership; Beth Getgen, 
hospitality chair ; Lauri Moon, our 
e-mailer who keeps the masses in-
formed; Donna Fox, spirit wear 
coordinator. Bobbi Jo Staver, 
ñSchool Spirit Dinner Nightò coor-
dinator. Remember: Book Fairï 
Oct 27-31. Support your childôs 
reading! 

Sincerelyï  

 Tina Jedrziewski   PTO Pres. 

fair is to encourage our students to 
read for enjoyment.  It is a great 
place to purchase selections to sup-
port our childrenôs independent 
reading. The more words read im-
proves our childrenôs reading abil-
ity. Reading a wide variety of texts 
assists in improving reading com-
prehension and vocabulary develop-
ment. 

The annual Scholastic Book Fair 
will be held over the lunch periods 
during the week of October 27th -
Oct. 31st.  A flyer containing de-
scriptions of many of the books 
available is attached to the ECHO.  
This will allow you and your stu-
dent to see many of the selections 
offered to make purchase decisions 
together.  The purpose of the book 

 

PTO News 

Scholastic Book Fair At Lycoming Valley 

dary breakfast is $1.10; reduced 
price is $.30. A full secondary 
lunch is $1.95.The reduced 
lunch is $.40 and the price for 

milk is $.45. 

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications 
The Office of Student Services 
mailed free and reduced lunch 
applications information in Au-
gust. If this application was not 
completed and returned to 
school by October 1, the account 
will revert to full price meals. If 
you are still in need of an appli-
cation, please contact the school 
office. The full price for secon-

Free and Reduced lunch 

applications can be obtained by 

contacting the school office. 
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Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Nov. 6 & 7 

Middle School is a big change from of elementary school. 

Parents can help support this transition by monitoring 

the following:  

Agenda bookï Ask to see it daily. It will have assign-

ments including upcoming tests and projects. It may 

be used by teachers and parents as a two- way commu-

nication tool.  

Attendanceï Help establish the work ethic. Students 

with good attendance earn better grades and score 

higher on standardized tests. 

Sleepï 8 hours of sleep at night 

Breakfastï Eat healthy in the morning before class 

begins. 

Attached to The Echo each month will be the Middle Years 

providing helpful tips for supporting your middle school 

child. 

1825 Hayes Lane 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

Lycoming Valley Middle 
SchoolðA Tradition of 

Excellence 

New Faces in the Arts Area- 

Mrs. Mapstoneôs eighth grade stu-
dents had the pleasure of working 
with a couple of pottery wheel 
óprosô.  Cortney Bower (daughter of 
Mrs. Penny Bower) is demonstrating 
how to óthrowô a pot on the pottery 
wheel. Miss Bower is a student at 
Penn College, studying to be a physi-
cianôs assistant.  She will be in the 
eighth grade classes for several days 
and has offered to come in each 
marking period for each of the 
eighth grade classes.  Miss Bowerôs 
assistant, Jenny Helminiak, is a stu-
dent at New Tribes Bible Institute in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin and is taking 
a break from her studies. Miss 
Bower was a student of Mrs. Map-
stoneôs when she taught at Roosevelt 
and Miss Helminiak was a student 

Parent/Teacher conferences  
will be held on November 6 & 
7, 2008. You will receive an 
invitation soon in the mail. 
Please choose a block of time 
that works best for your fam-
ily. Many parents signed up at 
our Back to School Night. 
Plan to spend about an hour 
with your childôs teachers.  

Your involvement in your 
childôs education is invaluable! 
Talk with the teacher. Come 
prepared with questions. Re-
port cards will be reviewed as 
well as standardized testing 
data. We look forward to see-
ing you over these very impor-
tant dates! 

here at Lycoming Valley. 

Mexican Alebrijes- 

Sixth grade students have completed 
their Mexican paper macheô imagi-
nary animals. They are being dis-
played in the office showcases.  The 
students felt it was a long process 
but worth it in the end. It was quite 
a study in color and patience. Mrs. 
Mapstone said,  ñEvery student gave 
one hundred percent and that will 
be reflected in each grade. This has 
to be the most creative sixth grade 
class I have had in several years.ò  
Kudos to those students. 

570-494-1700 

fax 494-1706 

jkillian@wasd.org 

A Tradition of Excellence 

www.wasd.org 

Click on Lycoming Valley 

News from the Art Room 



ñNew Readsò from LVôs Library 

Submitted by Miss Straka, school librarian 

From Brodart Inc: 

A new  series of historical fiction . 

Boston Jane 

Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia 

finds little use for manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while liv-

ing among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory. 

Boston Jane: Wilderness Days 

This second book in the Boston Jane trilogy finds Jane Peck abandoned by her fiance and 

forced to make a new home for herself in the rugged 19th-century Washington Territory.  

Boston Jane:  The Claim 

The arrival from Philadelphia of her spiteful nemesis Sally Biddle and the return of her corrupt 

ex-fiance Richard Baldt spell trouble for seventeen-year-old Miss Jane Peck, who has survived 

on her own in Shoalwater Bay, a community of white settlers and Chinook Indians in 1850s 

Washington Territory.  

 

Helpers in the art 
room with pot-
tery wheel.     


