
Buy Your Tickets Now! 
Tickets went on sale 

for the annual Lycom-
ing Valley faculty and 
staff spaghetti and 
meatball dinner to be 
held Friday evening, 
February 8, 2008 from 
5:00-7:00 P.M. 

Lycoming Valley fac-
ulty members will be 
selling tickets at $6.00 
each through Wednes-
day, February 6, 2008 
from 8:00-8:40 a.m. in 
the office lobby. We 
ask that you purchase 
tickets in advance so 
we can anticipate the 
number of meals to 
prepare. Take-outs will 
be available. The order 
form was attached with 
the report card that 
was sent home on 
January 25. The PTO 

will have a dessert ta-
ble where you can pur-
chase your dessert and 
support the activities 
sponsored by the PTO 
for our students. 
Please contact  Tina 
Jedrziewski at 321-
0873 if you would be 
willing to donate 
baked goods. We are 
having a student tal-
ent show during the 
dinner. The talent 
show will kick off at 
5:30 pm in the dining 
area with acts you just 
wonôt want to miss. 
You must purchase a 
ticket in order to see 
the talent show. Re-
member the proceeds 
benefit local organiza-
tions and LV stu-
dents. 

 

Ways to keep in touch 
 

Visit us at 
www.wasd.org 

 
Visit the PTO site 

 
Read The Echo 

 
Email Teachers 

PSSA 8th grade Writing Assessment 

Eighth grade students will be 
taking the state-mandated 
writing assessment in three 
sessions on Feb. 12, 13 and 
14.  The students will be ex-
pected to show proficiency in 
the mechanics of writing and 
English language usage. The 
assessment consists of twenty 
multiple-choice revising and 
editing questions and two 

writing prompts. The 
prompts will direct the 
students to write an infor-
mational essay and a per-
suasive essay. Students are 
familiar with the five-
paragraph essay format 
from their classroom in-
struction in grades 6, 7, 
and 8. Just as for any 
school day, you can help by 

seeing that your child gets a 
good nightôs sleep and eats 
a good breakfast. We are 
looking forward to our 
students taking the oppor-
tunity to show what they 
have learned about writing.  
The data is used to evaluate 
student performance and 
the district writing curricu-
lum. 

February 2008 

Dates to Note 
Spaghetti Dinner/Talent 

Show  Feb. 8 

 

PSSA Writing Assessment 

for 8th Grade Feb. 12-14 

 

No School Feb. 15 

 

Snow Make-up Days Feb. 

18 and April 22 

 

PSSA Reading/Math for 6-
8th Grade Mar. 31-April 

11 

 

Final PTO Meeting April 15 
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The cold weather is here. Please 
help your child choose proper 
attire when dressing to come to 
school. Please read the following 
reminder concerning the dress 
code found in the Student 
Rights and Responsibility man-
ual. The wearing of clothing that 
exposes the midriff or buttocks is not 
permitted. The wearing of pants or 
shorts below the waist is not permit-

ted. Examples of dress not permitted: 
flip flops, tank tops, spaghetti strap 
tops, midriff shirts, muscle shirts, 
clothing with inappropriate wording 
and scanty shorts that do not extend 
beyond the studentôs fingertips when 
the hands are held at his or her side. 
Upon entering the building, hats 
must be immediately removed. The 
wearing of clothing/jewelry that ex-
hibits references to drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco products, violence, sex, pro-

fanity, or gang-related activities is 
not permitted. School officials may 
impose limitations on dress if attire 
causes a disruption of the educa-
tional process or constitutes a health 
or safety hazard under the guidelines 
of the policy.  

Students are not permitted to 
wear winter coats during the 
school day. Reminder: sleepwear 
and slippers are not permitted. 

Bowes, Destiny Doebler, Kevin 
Eichensehr, Daniel Polanco, Jack 
Reed, Jesse Sheppard 

The Learning Center: Ryan 
Diep, Brett Hill, Larry Newman 

 

Congratulations to these 
fine young ladies and gentle-
man! 
 

Grade 6: Olivia Erb, Daniel 
Hollingsworth, Zarin Hornber-
ger, Meagan Horne,Tyler Knarr, 
Alissa Logue, Marissa McKenzie, 
Thomas Osborne, Tiffany Pear-
son, Jennifer Russo, Courtney 
Snyder 

Grade 7: Maria Balestino, Am-
ber Fike, Matthew Fox, Cody 
Knarr, Shaylin Sluzalis, Steffen 
Yaskoweak 

Grade 8: Sierra Bird, Erich 
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Dress Code Reminder 

Pioneer Pride for December 2007 

The Echo    

Certificate of Merit: Danielle 
Confair for her short story 
"Santa's Helpers" 

Certificate of Merit: Jessica Fen-
stamaker for her short story 
"Welcome Present" 

Certificate of Merit: Tyler 
Weaver for his science fiction 
piece "Feal Wild in the Ele-
ments" 

Alexis and Ellen will be invited 
to the Scholastic Awards Cere-
mony at the Forum in Harris-
burg on February 24. They will 
also have their names listed in 
the Sunday Patriot-News on Feb-
ruary 25. Other students who 
participated in the contest are 
Cameron Perry, Ryan Saiers, 
Matt Stahlnecker, and Sam Van-
DeLinde. The students produced 
their writing pieces in Mrs. 
Cioffi's writing workshop classes. 

Scholastic Writing Awards 
Congratulations to the following 
eighth grade students who have 
won awards in the Scholastic 
Writing Contest, sponsored in 
our area by the Harrisburg Pa-
triot-News: 

Silver Key: Alexis Haag for her 
poem "Our Little Secret" 

Silver Key: Ellen Yost for her 
short  story "The Doll" 

We are proud of these incredible writers! 



 

With flu season upon us, it is im-
portant that we work together to 

keep our children healthy.  Viruses 
spread easily among children in 

schools, and families with school-
age children have more infections 

than others, with an average of one-
third of these family members in-
fected each year.  By keeping our 
children flu-free, we benefit the 
community as a whole.  You can 
help prevent the spread of flu or 

help your child get better if he/she 
does get sick by following a few sim-

ple steps:   

If possible, you and your child 
should get a flu shot  

Remind your child to cover his/
her nose and mouth with a 
tissue when sneezing or 
coughing and dispose of the 
tissue immediately 

Have your child wash his/her 
hands frequently with soap 
and warm water for at least 
20 seconds 

Disinfect frequently-touched sur-
faces and shared items at 
least once a day 

Ensure that bathrooms are 
stocked with soap, hand tow-
els and tissues 

Teach your child not to touch 
his/her mouth, nose and 
eyes 

If your child is sick and has a 
fever, keep him/her at home 
to prevent the spread of ill-
ness to others 

If you are concerned about your 
childôs flu symptoms, call your 
doctor early.  Call your doctor 
immediately if your child has a 
chronic disease.  Common symp-
toms of flu include high fever, 
severe headache, muscle and 
body aches, exhaustion, and dry 
cough.  Additionally, children 
often exhibit other flu symptoms 
that are rare in adults, such as 
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  
Some children might benefit 
from an antiviral medication, 
which can be prescribed by a 
physician and can help lessen 
duration of the virus and reduce 

the risk of complications, such as 
pneumonia.  To be effective, an-
tiviral medication should be 
taken within 12-48 hours after 
flu symptoms begin. 

Additionally, as a preventive 
measure, antiviral medication 
may be administered to children 
under a doctorôs care to help 
them avoid catching the flu from 
others in some special situations.  
For example: 

Children who have egg aller-
gies and therefore cannot receive 
flu vaccine 

Children who have been vac-
cinated, but are at such high risk 
for serious complications due to 
a chronic condition, that extra 
protection is warranted 

Children who may not have re-
ceived a vaccine but are exposed 
to flu. If you have any questions 
or would like additional informa-
tion about preventing and treat-
ing the flu, please contact the 
school nurse.   

Keep healthy! Students will learn 
best when they attend school regu-
larly! 

 

On Jan. 22, 2008, the School Board 
of WASD was honored with a spe-
cial dinner, music from WAHS stu-
dents and books presented by  two 
students from each of the school 
buildings in the district. Chosen to 
represent Lycoming Valley Middle 
School were Ellen Yost and Daul-
ton Phillips.  

From The School Nurseï Preventing the Flu 

WASD Honors The School Board 
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Fast, faster, and fastest!  We live 
in a world that revolves around 
speed, faster cars, faster com-
puter connections, faster ath-
letes, faster everything!  But what 
is speed and how do you calcu-
late it?  Mr. Thompsonôs 7th 
grade science classes  look at cal-
culating average speed, instanta-
neous speed and acceleration. 

The science involved is that as an 
object moves, it often undergoes 
changes in speed. For example, 
during an average trip to school 
for students on a bus, there are 
many changes in speed. Rather 
than maintaining a steady read-
ing, the bus constantly speeds up 
and down to reflect the stopping 
and starting and the accelerating 
and decelerating.  

 

 One instant, the bus may be mov-
ing at 50 mi/hr and another in-
stant, it might be stopped (i.e., 0 
mi/hr). Yet during the trip to 
school the person might average 32 
mi/hr. The average speed during 
an entire motion can be thought of 
as the average of all speedometer 
readings. If the speedometer read-
ings could be collected at 1-second 
intervals (or 0.1-second intervals 
or...) and then averaged together, 
the average speed could be deter-
mined. Now that would be a lot of 
work! 

To make matters simpler, Mr. 
Thompsonôs classes timed them-
selves over a 40-yard distance.  They 
took and recorded readings at 10, 
20, 30, and 40 yards.  Then they 
calculated and graphed the speeds. 
Now they could they figure out not 
only the average speed but also 
where acceleration and deceleration 
were occurring.  They could also 
determine where a person was run-
ning the fastest during the 40 yards.   

They learned to be able to tell 
from reading graphs whoôs the 
fastest and to see just how much 
faster they were from the graphs. 

Oh yes, there was a little time 
left over for a few challenge 
races.  How do you figure speed?  
How do you read a distance/
time graph?  Who was faster be-
tween Daryl and Sonsee?  Well, 
you better ask Mr. Thompsonôs 
classes for the answer! 

 

Please remember to send all lunch 
money to school with your child on 
the first day of each week. This 
money should be taken directly to 
the cafeteria during homebase and 
placed in the box located in the food 
service area. Students should not 
hand envelopes of money to the 
cashier when going through the line. 

If the cafeteria card is lost or 
damaged there is a $3.00 replace-
ment fee that must be paid in 
the office before a new card is 
ordered. Please make sure that 
your child has funds in his or 
her account at all times so that 
lunch is not missed. 
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Inside Our Classroomï 7th grade Science with Mr. Thompson 

Lunch Money Account 

The Echo    



 

Knowing that a child is being 
bullied tears at parentsô hearts. 
And when adults in authority 
roles dismiss a young personôs 
concerns or fears, it can add ten-
fold to parentsô feelings of anger, 
frustration, helplessness, and 
sadness.  
 
Here are ways you can help em-
power your child (and yourself) 
when bullying is an issue:  

 

Try it... 
For all parents 

If you think your child 
has been bullied at school, 
immediately ask to speak with 
your childôs teacher or princi-
pal . Calmly discuss the situa-
tion. Elicit the teacherôs un-
derstanding of the situation, 
what the school plans to do 
about it, and when you can 
meet to review progress on 
the matter. Take notes. Stay 
involved. 

Bullying can happen in 
any setting. When you sign 
up your child for activities 
outside school, ask about anti
-bullying policies and proce-
dures. Let program supervi-
sors know itôs important to 
you that they be proactive in 
preventing bullying. 

Kids say the bus stop and school 
bus are bullying sites where adult 
supervision is often less appar-
ent. Meet the bus, if possible, 
and get to know your childôs bus 

If weapons are ever part 
of a bullying threat, take the 
threat seriously. The police 
need to be kept informed. 

Visit the Hazelden Foundationôs 
Web site for detailed informa-
tion on how to deal with bully-
ing: www.hazelden.org/web/go/
olweusparent  

For parents with children ages 
birth to 6 - 9 

Never blame your child 
for being bullied. Instead, 
empathize, explaining that 
bullying is always wrong, that 
itôs not your childôs fault, and 
that you are glad she or he 
had the courage to tell you 
about it. 

There is teasing and there 
is bullying. Talk to your child 
about the difference between 
the two and how to best han-
dle both situations. Sharing 
your own experiences can 
help. 

Help your child participate in 
activities that build personal 
skills and develop confidence 
that can help her or him bounce 
back from or deal with bullying 
situations. 
 
For parents with children ages 
10 - 15 
Emphasize that you donôt 

approve of retaliation and 
that physically or emotionally 
fighting back will only make 
the problem worse. 

Stay in touch with your 
childôs Internet activities. Cy-
ber-bullying is an ongoing 
issue for many preteens and 
teens. 

Let your child know you take 
bullying seriously. Listen to your 
child and determine whether she 
or he just needs to ñtalk 
throughò a situation or whether 
you need to get involved. Trust 
your instincts. 
 
For parents with children ages 
16 - 18 

If bullying happens in a 
school or youth center, ask 
for a copy of the anti-bullying 
policy or the organizationôs 
handbook outlining how it 
deals with such behavior. If 
you think itôs time to get in-
volved, donôt hesitate. 

Reinforce nonviolent re-
sistance skills, such as walking 
away, being assertive 
(although not passive or 
overly aggressive), and finding 
someone such as a trained 
peer mediator to help. 

Be aware of cyber-bullying. 
Strongly encourage your teen not 
to respond to it and to tell you 
immediately if he or she is the 
victim of cyber-bullying or other 
troubling online behaviors.  

 

 

 

 

When Your Child Is Being Bullied  
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Academic Success 

Honor Rollð2nd QuarterïCongratulations! 
Grade 6 Superior:  Veronica Balestino, Samantha Fischer, Thomas Osborne, Ty-
ler Summers 

Grade 6 High: McKenna Adams, Chelsea Bloom, Riley Cenimo-Warner, Shan-
non Deuel, Ethan Early, Stephanie McLoney, Sabrina Nolan, Dylan Perry, Hailey 
Phillips, Nicholas Pompeo, Adam Richards, Jennifer Russo, Courtney Snyder, 
Rebecca Vanemon 

Grade 6 Regular: Logan Ault, Caitlynn Barner, Camielle Barnisin, Sarah 
Barnisin, Rachel Corter, Olivia Erb, Kelly Fischer, Atom Gallup, Amanda Getgen, 
Hannah Grieco, Alexander Haddix, Kyle Hoover, Meagan Horne, Lindsey John-
son, Hannah Kepler, Laura Kinley, Zachary Kling, Julye Koch, Marc McClain, 
Shaelyn McCormick, Marissa McKenzie, Wyatt Miller, Haley Miller, Felicia Pea-
cock, Gabriel Rader, Cortney Tempesco, Dale Whipple 

Grade 7 Superior: Matthew Fox, Alexandra Frank, Daniel Ma 

Grade 7 High: Sarah Abercrombie, Olivia Angevine, Sarah Baker, Maria Bales-
tino, Terry-anne Barbour, Olivia Caringi, Chanel Doebler, Eva Eck, Amber Fike, 
Olivia Kuzio, Chloe Marino, Troy Mosley, Erin OôConnor, Kendall Ramos, Mi-
chael Snook, Crystal Vance, Amanda Weaver, Wayne Whipple 

Grade 7 Regular: Kaitlyn Allen, Mark Bair, Samuel Bubb, Joseph Cassidy, Chel-
sea Cornell, Tanner Ettinger, Steven Floyd, Ashley Gerber, Reilly Gossner, Ringo 
Harrison, Katherine Kahn, Evan Kern, Christopher Kinley, Cody Knarr, Tanner 
Kreisher, Brian LeBlanc, Jonathan Lopatofsky, Dalton Lovell, Owen Lukens, Ste-
ven Lurch, Brianna Martinez, Matthew Mecum, Jane Mertes, Steven Moon, Benja-
min Myers, Ryan OôNeill, Matthew Oldt, Neil Salvatori, Justin Shaffer, Jodi Sha-
rar, Ryan Skrypek, Megan Sluhocki, Brittany Ulmer, Maddison Vermilya, Maver-
ick Vicars, Ethan Walters, Aaron Weber, Sarah Wirth 

Grade 8 Superior:  Danielle Confair, Adam Marchese, Brooke Pompeo, Samuel 
Vandelinde, Thomas Williams 

Grade 8 High: Sarah Andrew, Jessica Fenstamaker, Meghan Gillett, Alexis Haag, 
Taylor Hostrander, 

Jamee Klotz, Desirae Richards, Christopher Roberts, Autumn Schemery, Matthew 
Stahlnecker,   

Grade 8 Regular: Jason Artley, Eric Barnes, Sierra Bird, Erich Bowes, Kevin Ei-
chensehr, Wyatt Fink, Christian Hague, Seth Hunter, William Keller, Kalen Kott, 
Tyler Leathers, Sarah Leonard, Morgan Luke, Lydia Mahonski, Chelsie Matthews, 
Chanel Moore, Lawrence Newman, Samuel Person, Daniel Polanco, Jessica Pret-
tyleaf, Elizabeth Rader, Nathan Rader-Edkin, Ryan Saiers, Damon Segraves, Jesse 
Sheppard, Samuel Steinbacher, Trisha Synoracki, Tyler Weaver, Taylor Wise, 
Ellen Yost 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^        ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^   
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

Total 6th     45         

Total 7th     59                                        TOTAL SCHOOL                            

Total 8th     45                                                  149  

Superior Honor Roll     95% or greater 

 

 

1825 Hays Lane 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

Lycoming Valley Middle 
SchoolðA Tradition of 

Excellence 

We have completed one 
half of the 2007-2008 
school year. Your childôs 
report card that you re-
ceived on January 25, 2008 
is a good indicator whether 
or not your child is experi-
encing academic success. If 
your child is cumulatively 
failing two or more subjects, 
there is a danger of failing 
the present grade level. 
Please contact one of your 
childôs teachers or guidance 
counselors at 494-1700 or 
email through 
www.wasd.org in order to 
discuss a positive plan for 
your childôs academic suc-
cess. 

570-494-1700 

fax 494-1706 

jkillian@wasd.org 

A Tradition of Excellence 

www.wasd.org 

Click on Lycoming Valley 

Williamsport Area 
School District  



 

PTO News 
 

The PTO Nominating 
Committee is currently accept-
ing nominations for 2008-2009 
PTO Executive Board Officers.  
These positions include the 
President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, Recording Secretary, 
and Corresponding/Assistant 
Secretary and are for a one- 
year term.  If you are interested 
in running for any of the above 
offices or would like additional 
information please contact a 
member of the nominating com-
mittee (Bobbi Jo Staver ï Chair-
man, Becki Moore, Jill Confair 
or Beth Getgen) or e-mail us at 
LycoPTO@wasd.org.  Officer 
descriptions are also available 
on our school web site (click on 
the PTO heading to access the 
PTO site).  All nominations 
need to be submitted by Feb. 
22 in order to be considered for 
these slated positions.  Remem-
ber, this is your PTO, so step 
forward and get involved. 

 

Upcoming INFOé 

 

Mark your calendar for the-
Lycoming Valley Spa-
ghetti Dinner and Tal-
ent Show on Friday, 
February 8

th
.  The PTO 

will be hosting our an-
nual bake sale during 
this event .  Donôt forget 
to stop by our table to 
find a variety of mouth-
watering desserts just 
waiting to complete your 
meal.  Items can also be 
wrapped to take home 

for a late night snack!  
Our hospitality committee 
will be contacting the vol-
unteer baker list, but we 
would welcome any des-
sert donations.  Baked 
goods can be dropped 
off at school the day of 
the event.  For more in-
formation contact Tina 
Jedrziewski, our hospital-
ity chairman, at 321-
0873.  

 

Our next ñSchool Spirit Din-
ner Nightò will be held at 
Hossôs Steak House on 
Thursday, March 6

th
 from 

4-8pm.  Coupons (to be 
presented with your pur-
chase to credit our 
school) will be available 
at the February 8

th
 Spa-

ghetti Dinner/Talent 
Show.  They will also be 
available in the school 
office for student pick-up.  
We made $103.00 at our 
November School Spirit 
Dinner.  Thank you to all 
who attended and help 
support our school and 

programs. 

 

 

Our final PTO Meeting of 
the year will be Tues-
day, April 15

th
 at 7:30pm 

in the school dining 
room.  We will be voting 
on Executive Board posi-
tions from the slate pre-
sented in the March 
ECHO.  Join us to hear 
about all our PTO has 
done this year and our 
remaining activities 
scheduled for April, May 
and June. 

 

Just a reminderé If you 
would like to be added to 
our e-mail distribution 
list, please contact our 
PTO Secretary, Lauri 
Moon at  

lamoon1@verizon.net .   

This is an excellent way to-
receive monthly e-mail 
updates on whatôs hap-
pening at the school and 
PTO! 

 

 

Bullying Is  
Not Tolerated 

A few weeks ago, a core team of 
teachers and administrators at Ly-
coming Valley were trained in the 
Olweus Anti-Bullying Program. The 
team has been meeting and prepar-
ing to train the entire faculty at our 
in-service on  February 1. Students 
will hear more about it very soon. 
Visitors to the school can see dis-
plays that remind students that bully-
ing is not tolerated at our  school. 

 

mailto:LycoPTO@wasd.org
mailto:lamoon1@verizon.net

