
A Month of Giving 
Yuletide is ña season of 
givingò and we are cele-
brating that with three 
special projects at Ly-
coming Valley. The 
ñAnnual Penny Driveò 
began Wednesday, De-
cember 3 and will con-
clude Friday, Decem-
ber 19. Students are 
encouraged to bring 
their pennies, change 
or dollars to contribute 
to their homebase con-
tainers. The American 
Rescue Workers and 
The Salvation Army 
will share the proceeds 
of the Penny Drive. 
Our goal is to raise 
$1,000.  We express 
our gratitude to Mrs. 
Steele for coordinating 
this drive for the 
school. 

In our dining hall 
stands an empty tree 
that we hope to cover 
with new mittens, 
gloves, scarves and 
hats. The Annual Mit-
ten and Hat Tree will 
hold items that will be 
distributed to children 
and youth in the Wil-
liamsport Area 
through the American 
Rescue Workers. 
Please send in items 
with your child be-
tween December 3 
and December 17. We 
will host a canned 
food drive between 
the holiday breaks as 
well. These cans will 
be donated to the Ly-
coming County Food 
Bank. 

 

Ways to keep in touch 
 

Visit us at 
www.wasd.org 

 
Visit the PTO site 

 
Read The Echo 

 
Email Teachers 

Inside Our Classroomï Art  
The Governor's Art 
Awards Show at the old 
M&T Bank building was 
a grand success. Art 
teachers from all over 
the area exhibited their 
finest student artwork. 
From Lycoming Valley: 
Hannah Grieco and 

Alexis Carneval, Africa 
Adinkra Cloths dis-
played;  Katie Kahn 
and Maria Balestino ; 
one and two point per-
spective designs; 
Megan Sluhocki, and 
Zach Mosso, and Ricky 
Weber, computer gen-

erated- self portraits. 
The reception was well 
attended by many com-
munity members. 
Some students had fun 
examining the old 
vault and retrieving 
small treasures. 
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The weather is beginning to 
change and is no longer warm. 
Please help your child choose 
proper attire when dressing to 
come to school. Please read the 
following reminder concerning 
the dress code found in the Stu-
dent Rights and Responsibility 
manual. The wearing of clothing 
that exposes the midriff or buttocks is 
not permitted. The wearing of pants 

or shorts below the waist is not per-
mitted. Examples of dress not permit-
ted: flip flops, tank tops, spaghetti 
strap tops, midriff shirts, muscle 
shirts, clothing with inappropriate 
wording and scanty shorts that do 
not extend beyond the studentôs fin-
gertips when the hands are held at 
his or her side. Upon entering the 
building, hats must be immediately 
removed. The wearing of clothing/
jewelry that exhibits references to 

drugs, alcohol, tobacco products, vio-
lence, sex, profanity, or gang-related 
activities is not permitted. School 
officials may impose limitations on 
dress if attire causes a disruption of 
the educational process or constitutes 
a health or safety hazard under the 
guidelines of the policy.  

Students are not permitted to 
wear winter coats during the 
school day. Reminder: sleepwear 
and slippers are not permitted. 

goal to make sure all students 
are included and together we 
can tear down the ñwallò, if 
we are united as one.  Our 
hope is to encourage students 
to cross the lines that divide 
our school and to remind 
them that they have the po-

ñMix It Up at Lunchò was held 
on November 13th.  Students 
were encouraged to sit with stu-
dents they didnôt know.  As part 
of our Olweus Bullying Program, 
all students should feel safe at 
school.  This event allowed stu-
dents to share how bullying and 
other acts of bias build a ñwallò 
of intolerance at school.  It is our 

tential to change the world. 
ñTogether we stand-divided we fall!ò 
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Dress Code Reminder 

Together We Stand-Divided We Fall 

The Echo    

near the locker banks display 
masks, while bulletin boards 
through the school boast addi-
tional talents of the students at 
Lycoming Valley Middle School.  

Performing Arts are also show-
cased this month with several 
concerts. PTO members will be 
searching for donations for the 
refreshment tables. 

The Arts at Lycoming Valley 
The arts are alive and well at Ly-
coming Valley! Especially in the 
month of December. As you 
walk the halls, you can see where 
Mrs. Mapstone and her students 
have ñdecked the hallsò with 
tons of colorful student artwork! 

The glass display cases in the 
lobby greet visitors by showing 
off ceramic vases. Glass cases 

Winter Band Concert                   12/8 

Winter Orchestra Concert    12/11 

Winter 6th grade Chorus  Concert   12/15 

Winter 7/8th grade Chorus 
Concert               12/18 



 

Do you remember your favorite 
childrenôs book? Do you have any 
special memories of being read to as 
a child? Most students can remem-
ber one or two books fondly. This is 
a good starting place for students in 
Mrs. Ertelôs sixth grade Family and 
Consumer Science classes in select-
ing a childrenôs book for their fam-
ily literacy kit. What is a Family Lit-
eracy Kit? Itôs a brightly colored bag 
which contains the following items: 
a childrenôs picture book appropri-
ate for preschool or early elemen-
tary ages, book evaluation form, 
story-stretching questions, theme 

tree diagram listing the concepts 
and ideas related to the book, fact 
sheet, story-stretching activity which 
includes directions and some of the 
supporting materials for the activity, 
and a copy of ñTen Tips for Read-
ing to Your Child.ò 

The purpose of this child develop-
ment project is to encourage adults 
and children to share reading and 
the related activities and thus en-
hance early literacy and a life-long 
love of reading. The kit can and 
should be used by all members of 
the family. Students work in coop-
erative groups to develop the liter-

acy kits. Whoever  donates the chil-
drenôs book will get to keep the kit 
to share with his family. Oral read-
ing skills, questioning skills, and 
computer skills in locating and typ-
ing information are developed in 
this project. A short summary is 
written for each book and a persua-
sive paragraph for choosing it. The 
kits are presented to Mr. Weaverôs  
class using different reading strate-
gies. The Family Literacy Kits will 
be on display  during Student 
Works on April 24. We will remind 
you to come and join us for a fun 
night of reading! 

dents, since the amounts were of 
smaller increments, the banks 
should not hesitate to cash them. 
If you have a check that the bank 
will not cash due to being out of 
date, please bring the check into 
Mrs. Mapstone.  

 

There were some questions 
about the validity of checks from 
the Lycoming Co. Fair art ex-
hibit. They were dated back in 
July. The fair art items were just 
returned to the art teachers in 
the district. The district did not 
write the checks or date them. 
As mentioned to several stu-

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Ertelôs class reads with students 
using their Literacy Kits.-story above 

Inside Our Classroomï Family and Consumer Science 

Lycoming Co. Art Fair Checks                           

be announced later. Payment 
will be made at the time the or-
der is placed.  Our memory book 
has taken on a new look over the 

last few years and now it will be 
in full color. Again it will be pro-
cuded by school photographer 
Llew Wenzel of Wenzel Photog-
raphy in Muncy. You will cer-
tainly want to purchase one. The 
memory books will be distrib-
uted the last day of school on 
June 5, 2009. 

Memory Book Sales 
The Lycoming Valley Memory 
Book sale will take place in Janu-
ary.  A flyer with an envelope 
attached will be sent home a few 
days before the sale. The mem-
ory book features a picture of 
each student and staff member. 
Also included are pictures of en-
sembles, teams, and many can-
did shots. Details of the sale will 

Memory books are in full color  
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Each year, the faculty and staff of 
Lycoming Valley host the annual 
spaghetti dinner in order to 
benefit many local organizations. 
We have contributed to the JV 
Brown Library, Old Lycoming, 
Trout Run, and Hepburn Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Companies 
and the American Red Cross. 
The faculty also sponsors a $250 
award each year at the WAHS 
commencement that is awarded 
to a former Lycoming Valley stu-
dent. Funds have also been used 
to purchase items that 

directly benefit our students at Ly-
coming Valley. 

The last few years, attendance has 
increased at our spaghetti dinner 
and we would like to have an equal 
or greater turnout this year as well. 
Our dinner will be held on Feb. 20 
from 5:00-7:00 pm. On this same 
evening is the  Fifth Annual Talent 
Show. We are inviting students and 
teachers to sign up for auditions, to 
be considered for participation in 
the talent show. Students may per-
form in groups or solo. Any type of 

talent will be considered for the 
show. Sign up for auditions will 
be Dec. 15-19 in the main office. 
If a group is auditioning, all 
names must be listed with the 
talent and specific title of song 
or performance style. Auditions 
will be held on specific dates af-
ter school in January.  

In order to be in the audience 
for the talent show, you must 
purchase a ticket to the spa-
ghetti dinner. 

Proposed New Immunization Requirements 

There is pending legislation that will re-
quire additional immunizations for stu-
dents entering 7th grade next year. The fol-
lowing proposed immunizations will be 
required by the first day of school: Menin-
gococcal Vaccine and Tdap (Tetanus, Diph-
theria and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine). 
Since a 2nd dose of the varicella vaccine will 
be required for all students by the year 

2010, parents can save a trip to the MD 
if the student receives the varicella at 
the same time as the Meningococcal 
and Tdap vaccines. Notices regarding 
the immunization requirements have 
been mailed home. If your child did 
not receive a notice, your child has had 
these immunizations and no further 
action is requiredNote:  By September 
1, 2010, ALL students in grades K-12 
will be required to have 2 doses of the 
varicella vaccine. 
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Lycoming Valley Talent Show Is Back 

From the School Nurse 

The Echo    

the cashier when going through 
the line. If the cafeteria card is 
lost or damaged there is a $3.00 
replacement fee that must be 
paid in the office before a new 
card is ordered. Please make sure 
that your child has money in his 
or her account at all times so 
that lunch is not missed.                                                     

 

Lunch Money Account 
Please remember to send all 
lunch money to school with your 
child on the first day of each 
week. This money should be 
taken directly to the cafeteria 
during homebase and placed in 
the box located in the food ser-
vice area. Students should not 
hand envelopes of money to              

Please check your childõs lunch 

account. 



 

Todayôs young people are living in an 
exciting time, with an increasingly di-
verse society, new  technologies, and 
expanding opportunities. To help en-
sure that they are prepared to become 
the next generation of parents, workers, 
leaders, and citizens, every student 
needs support, guidance, and opportu-
nities during adolescence, a time of 
rapid growth and change. Early adoles-
cents face unique and diverse chal-
lenges, both personally and develop-
mentally, that have an impact on aca-
demic achievement. 

Middle Developmental Needs 

Middle school is an exciting, yet chal-
lenging time for students, their parents 
and teachers. During this passage from 
childhood to adolescence, middle 
school students are characterized by a 
need to explore a variety of interests, 
connecting their learning  in the class-
room to its practical application in life 
and work; high levels of activity cou-
pled with frequent fatigue due to rapid 
growth; a search for their own unique 
identity as they begin turning more 
frequently to peers rather than parents 
for ideas and affirmation; extreme sen-
sitivity to the comments from others; 
and heavy reliance on friends to pro-
vide comfort, understanding and ap-
proval. 

Meeting the Challenge 

Middle school counselors are profes-
sional educators with a mental health 
perspective who understand and re-
spond to the challenges presented by 
todayôs diverse student population. 
Middle school counselors do not work 
in isolation; rather they are integral to 
the total educational program. They 
provide proactive leadership that en-
gages all stakeholders in the delivery of 
programs and services to help students 
achieve success in school. Professional 
school counselors align with the  

 

schoolôs mission to support the aca-
demic achievement of all students as 
they prepare for the ever-changing 
world of the 21st century. This mission 
is accomplished through the design, 
development, implementation and 
evaluation of a comprehensive, develop-
mental and systematic school counsel-
ing program.  

Middle School Counselors Im-
plement the Counseling Pro-
gram by Providing the Follow-
ing: 

Academic skills support 

Organizational, study and test-taking 
skills 

Education in understanding self and 
others 

Coping strategies 

Peer relationships and effective social 
skills 

Communication, problem-solving, deci-
sion-making and conflict resolution 

Middle School Counselors Col-
laborate With Others: 

Parents 

Teachers 

Administrators 

Students 

Community 

Why Middle School  

Counselors? 

Middle school students are character-
ized by rapid physical growth, curiosity 
about their world and an emerging self-
identity. Through a comprehensive 
developmental school counseling pro-
gram, counselors work as a team mem-
ber with school staff, parents and the 
community 

 

 

Inside Our Class-
roomï 8th Grade Science 

Chemistry In The Kitchen 

During the three days before Thanks-
giving break, the students in Mr. Har-
risôs science classes were able to see how 
solutions, suspensions, mixtures, and 
colloids are present in many everyday 
facets of their lives.  Three lessons on 
Chemistry in the Kitchen focused on 
the versatility of milk and how pulling 
out the various components of milk 
create different common products.  
Separating the buttermilk from the 
butterfat, proving that it truly was a 
mixture that could be physically sepa-
rated, the students made butter.  Yo-
gurt was made by allowing bacteria to 
feed on the lactose that was dissolved in 
the milk.  One of the byproducts of this 
process, lactic acid, changed the struc-
ture of proteins that were in suspension 
in the milk and created a gel that held 
everything in a semi solid state.  Last, 
the classes pulled even more of the 
components out of solution by attempt-
ing to make mozzarella cheese from 
milk.  The students were able to see 
chemistry in delicious and  ñudderlyò 
fantastic ways.  No cows were harmed 
or harassed during these procedures, 
but 15 gallons of milk, 5 pints of  
cream, 6 loaves of bread, and 6 pounds 
of strawberry jelly (used to flavor the 
yogurt) were rapidly consumed in a 
terrifying manner by 112 hungry eighth 
grade students. 

Why Middle School Counselors? 

Page 5 



New ñReadsò in the LV Library 

 
THE BIG FIELD 

When baseball player Hutch, 14, feels threatened by the arrival of a new 
teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about 
both Darryl and his remote and silent father, who was once a great ball-
player too. 

MIRACLE ON 49TH STREET 
After her mother's death, Molly, 12, learns that her father is a basketball 
star for the Boston Celtics, and confronts him in a parking lot. Josh Cam-
eron has a World Championship ring with the Boston Celtics, a clean-cut 
image, and his fans adore him, but what he doesn't have is a family. He 
only cares about himself and basketball. When Molly confronts him, he 
realizes that he has met his match. 

 

TWO-MINUTE DRILL  
Chris Conlan is the coolest kid in sixth grade, the golden-armed quarter-
back of the football team, and the boy all the others look up to. Scott Parry 
is the new kid, the boy with the huge brain, but with feet that trip over 
themselves daily. These two boys may seem like an odd couple, but each has 
a secret that draws them together as friends, and proves that the will to suc-

ceed is even more important than raw talent. 

 

HOT HAND  
In the wake of his parents' separation, Billy, ten, seems 
to have continual conflicts with his father, who is also 
his basketball coach. His quiet, younger brother Ben, a 
piano prodigy, is having even more trouble adjusting, 
and only Billy seems to notice. When Ben's piano re-
cital falls on the same day as the championship game, it 
is Billy who teaches his dad the true meaning of being a 

team player. 

 

These books are written by Mike Lupica. 

Check out the book recommendations written by other LV students. 

Next time you drop off a book at the library that you have finished reading, 

consider writing one to share! 

1825 Hays Lane 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

Lycoming Valley Middle 
SchoolðA Tradition of 

Excellence 

. 

 

570-494-1700 

fax 494-1706 

jkillian@wasd.org 

A Tradition of Excellence 

www.wasd.org 

Click on Lycoming Valley 


